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TRANSCRIPTION FOLLOWS 
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June 10, 1965 


1 1 (P. Rusk McNamara Ball Vance W.Bundy McG Bundy Rabom Taylor Reedy Moyers Russell 

from 10:40 

James Reston NSC President: Abandonment of Consultation. 


- Carl Rowan 


10:12 


Carriers versus Air Squadrons - President 

McG.B ) ? Problem of Public Information - People feel we are withholding information . 

President to tell 

(1) Numbers - 

(2) Mission - 

- W e ought to draft a speech. 

What are we trying to accomplish - how do we go about it. 

Russell joins us at 10 40 AM. 

2| (McN. reviews Westmoreland recommendations) 
points out the limit e d area of disagreement with 


3| instead of 32 Bns, 18. 


would have cut out 14 Bns. 


to avoid too large an escalation) & 


5b| (Max 

we should get in rapidly the four that can be effective in Monsoon season.) 
RSM) a plan to cover us to end of year. 

(U. Alexis) 

Johnson favors Westy - Sharp questions division 

MDT) distinguishes between territorial clear - and - hold as against strategic strike. 
6 1 (LBJ: Why must we do it.) 

7| (MDT) If we don’t, we may lose some territory.) 

8a| (LBJ: Don’t you think it will be read as land war in Asia.) 

8b| (We have to explain this is not that not a Korean War) 
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June 10 65 


LBJ: reviews needs & what we have. 


RSM: not so much territory as military losses. 

LBJ: How many are fighting people - how many supporting people. 

DR) 36,000 - 55000 

fighters non-fighters . 

9| (President wants to know what GVN is doing.) 


101 (LBJ 


Is there any question about our authority 
power of C -in - C,) 


11) (DR None: SEATO , SEA Res.) -the 

> (Congress) 

12a| (LBJ: Have we kept 'em informed? 


DR - yes we have) i.e. Congress 


LBJ: Has Quat been informed? What does he think? 


MDT: He has up to 80000 - but not, on the 

13a| (LBJ: Anti Americanism - (a slacking off) 

14a| (MDT: we watch for “take over” charge 
14b| (strike reserve role helping - gives Westv a lever.) 

(A) (LBJ: DR - get Meeker Justice 

VC estimates. 

Raborn on CIA troop deployment. 

(International impact ?) 

(with) 

(1 5)| (LBJ) We are What if we don’t do this? Would we get losses of what we’ve got.) 
16| (MDT) We could lose a province - lose territory - lose towns.) 

(1 7)| (LBJ: Will this lead to more? How do we extricate ourselves?) 

18 | MDT If we can stalemate monsoon & go back in strong. 
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present KIA 

19| (LBJ: What kind of losses? 400-4000?) 

20| (RSM: another 400 between now & 1 October.) 

LBJ: More Help from others? 

Australians no - ROKs only. 

UK: their govt could not survive - 

DR: the Thais are helping. 

(But this is a U.S. - GVN commitment.) LBJ: Paks? DR: No 

21 1 (LBJ) Have we had any DRV responses DR) no - & we don’t expect em.) 

22 | (LBJ) What is the answer to the argument that the bombing has had no results?) 

23a| (DR: We never thought it would bring them running.) 

23b| (-it has had good military effect - the effect on mil. & civ. effect) 

MDT: effect on civilians in North. 

- Rabom reinforces it : fully agrees. 

24| (LBJ: the Pause?) 

MDT: [illegible] it was a neutral effect there. 

25b| LBJ: What do they want now? 

(26)| (RSM) Where are you taking us, is the question.) 27 (LBJ: Therefore?) 

(28)| (Bob: I’d recommend more explanation. 


(30) | (LBJ: Hjs reason for going North was to save morale in South.) 

sums up the critics 

LBJ: no policy - negotiate - economic - 

McGovern wants to talk to the Viet Cong. 

(31) | (LBJ: reads a Mansfield memo. And gets it Answered line by line.) 

([illegible] 

DR: spells out ABC of - efforts in last 20 years - & of “Kindergarten” of our [illegible] 

[illegible] 

32] (LBJ: they think they’re winning - we think they’re winning.) 

to prove that he is steering carefully) 
33(President can keep the pressure on hard right against (negotiations?) 
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P.4 
11:50 

34a| (George Ball: we need to be careful not to regard this decision as defining or 
pre-deciding what we do after we see what happens in monsoon.) 

LBJ: MDT: What relation to bombing. 

MDT: two complementary programs. 

LBJ) The Phuc Yen complex? 

RSM argues against need for a crash attack on it. 

LBJ reviews part of Saigon 4134. 

(35)| (LBJ) What are we doing this summer then with 95000!) 

36a| (RSM: not too much - general need -) 

37 | (LBJ) How fast?) 

38| (RSM) aim at 1 Aug - no commitment. 

39 (RABORN: We believe in build up - faster the better.) 

| (Senator Russell : 

40 | how to get us out and save face ? 

j little knowledge, I have, I’d send division in & ) 

A. Jack McCloy for India? 

A. Quat content 

How effective our people are in combat - this is a really serious matter, this 

| (DR on dangers of a full-fledged debate - 
| 43| the Commies would use their whole apparatus to stir up trouble 

which might have serious international results.) 

LBJ: Fulbright & Stennis say we negotiate 


A. We owe P. a draft of argument ? 
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How much? Where? 

> the freedom of choice 


> the Korean trauma, was it too much? No. But. 






May-June 745 


DRV. Sovs might take somewhat more rigid position though still hoping 
for negotiated settlement and Hanoi might conclude it could press war 
m South at no greater risk to key DRV areas. Intelligence community 
does not believe Sovs would necessarily increase build-up of offensive 
weapons, although they might do so. Also conclude that it is unlikely 
DRV now intends to use IL-28's in offensive operations with or without 
attack although special circumstances might arise or Hanoi might con- 
ceivably try an individual raid with them. 

Your comments should cover your general reaction and any com- 
ment you may have on above intelligence community estimates. I per- 
sonally am not of course necessarily in agreement with the estimates but 
they are part of the material I must use in reaching my personal judg- 
ment. Request reply to reach here morning June 10 if possible. 2 

Rusk 


Ambassador Johnson responded with telegram 4134 from Saigon June 10, sent as a 

to ^° hnson noted that he considered the IL-28s and SAMs 

a bomber was an offensive weapon and the missiles had 

i P Sf*¥ balance ' taking into account the danger of involving Chi- 

Se e sit^H^rroted^h^W ^ ^ 

concurred in this recommendation. Johnson 
let ot nltoal 3 lo "S. war and are no shortcuts yet in sight. We should not 

shortSite ^ObidT and “"P ™ 6 misIead us into iU considered efforts to find 


343. Personal Notes of a Meeting With President Johnson 1 

Washington, June 10, 1965, 10:35 a.m.-l:05 p.m. 

Problem of Public Information — People feel we are withholding 
information. President to tell 1 ) numbers 2) Mission — We ought to draft a 


The notewrp{S!i ^ of D Mc George Bundy. No classification marking. 

2l SoTdof^m^n^ ^^efnndy for his personal use and were not an offi- 
SlfK? attenda nce list includes the President, Rusk, McNa- 

SuTheP^dtllS^vf rT dy ' Bund * Rabom ' Ta yIor, Reedy, Moyers, and 

hmeof the meeting is ttfiX W1 ’ ee ‘ eraSatte,>dto8 - 

Gohnson Library, Papers of William Bundy, chap. 26, pp. 10-15) 


746 Foreign Relations, 1 964-1 968, Volume II 


speech. What are we trying to accomplish — how do we go about it. Rus- 
sell joins us at 10:40 a.m. McN reviews Westmoreland recommenda- 
tion — Points out the area of disagreement with — instead of 32 
B[attaliolns, 1 8. Would have cut out 14 Bns. to avoid too large an escalation 
& 2 

Max [Taylor]: We should get in rapidly the forces that can be effec- 
tive in Monsoon season. 

RSM[cNamara]: A plan to cover us to end of year. 

Johnson 3 favors Westy-Sharp questions division. 

MDT[aylor]: distinguishes between territorial clear-and-hold as 
against strategic strike. 

LBJ: Why must we do it. 

MDT: If we don't, we may lose some territory. Don't you think it will 
be read as "land war in Asia." We have to explain this is not that — not a 
Korean War. 

LBJ: reviews needs & what we have. 

RSM: not so much territory as military losses. 

LBJ: How many are fighting people & how many supporting 
people. 

DR: 35,000 fighters — 55,000 non-fighters 

President wants to know what GVN is doing. 

LBJ: Is there any question about our authority. 

DR[usk]: None: powers of C-in-C., SEATO, SEA Res. 4 — the 

LBJ: Have we kept 'em informed? 

DR: Yes we have — i.e. Congress 5 

LBJ: Has Quat been informed? What does he think? 

MDT: He has up to 80,000 — but not, on the 

LBJ: Anti-Americanism — a slackening off — 

MDT: We watch for "take over" charge. 

MDT: strike reserve role helping — gives Westy a lever. 

LBJ: DR: get Meeker. Justice 6 


2 According to W illiam Bundy, "McNamara led off with his own view — the 95,000 
level, or half Westmoreland's first add-on, and nothing at all on his second. Rusk con- 
curred, and Taylor made the case that this appeared to be about right to prevent serious 
losses of territory and lead in the direction of a stalemate in the South." 

3 Presumably a reference to Harold Johnson, Army Chief of Staff. 

4 Southeast Asia Resolution; see footnote 2, Document 347. 

5 According to William Bundy, Rusk stated that the administration had made it clear 
to Congress that "forces were being committed in situations where combat was likely if not 
inevitable" but that "combat divisions with territorial responsibility would be different." 

6 Presumably a reference to securing legal opinions on the war. See Document 345 
and Meeker's Memorandum of Lawjune 11. (Johnson Library, National Security File, NSC 
History, Deployment of Major U.S. Forces to Vietnam) 
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Rabom on CIA troop deployment. VC estimates. 7 
[International impact?] 8 

LBJ: What if we don't do this? Would we get losses of what we've 

got. 

MDT: We could lose a province — lose territory — lose towns. 

LBJ: will this lead to more? How do we extricate ourselves? 

MDT: If we can stalemate monsoon & go back in strong? 

LBJ: What kind of losses? 400-4000? 

RSM: another 400 between now & 1 October. 

LBJ: More help from others? Australians no— ROKs only. UK: their 
govt could not survive — 

DR: The Thais are helping. 

(But this is a U.S.-GVN commitment.) 9 
LBJ: Paks? 

DR: No. 

LBJ: Have we had any DRV responses. 

DR: No — & we don't expect 'em. 

LBJ: What is the answer to the argument that the bombing has had 
no results? 

DR: We never thought it would bring them running— it has had 
good military effect— the effect on mil. & civ. effort. 

MDT: Effect on civilians in North. 

Rabom: Reinforces it: fully agrees. 

LBJ: The Pause? 

MDT: Tho[ught ?] it was a neutral effect there. 

LBJ: What do they want now? 

RSM: Where are you taking us, is the question. 

LBJ: Therefore? 

Bob [McNamara]: I'd recommend more explanation. 10 
LBJ: His reason for going North was to save morale in South. 

LBJ: Sums up the critics— no policy— negotiate— economic— 
McGovern wants to talk to the Viet Cong. 


7 According to William Bundy, Rabom provided the following CIA estimate of Viet 

Cong strength: 64,500 hardcore professional soldiers, of which 47 ,000 were in combat units; 
another 80,000 to 100,000 guerrillas, militia, and part-time forces; and 30,000 administra- 
tive personnel. , , , 

8 It is not dear from the notes who said this or whether it is a note Bundy made to him- 
self. Brackets in the source text. 

9 It is not clear from the notes who said this or whether it is a note Bundy made to him- 
self. 

10 According to William Bundy, McNamara recommended a major Presidential 
speech. 


LBJ: Reads a Mansfield memo. 11 And gets it answered line by line. 

DR: Spells out ABC of— efforts in last 20 years— & of "Kindergar- 
ten" of our present position 

LBJ: They think they're winning— we think they're winning. 

(President can keep the pressure on and ought to prove that he is 
steering carefully) 

George Ball: We need to be careful not to regard this decision as 
defining or pre-deciding what we do after we see what happens in mon- 
soon. 

LBJ: McGB[undy]: What relation to bombing. 

MDT: Two complementary programs. 

LBJ: The Phuc Yen complex? 

RSM argues against need for crash attack on it. 

LBJ reviews parts of Saigon 4134. 12 

LBJ: What are we doing this summer then with 95,000! 

RSM: Not too much — general need — 

LBJ: How fast? 

RSM: Aim at 1 August— no commitment. 

Rabom: We believe in build-up— faster the better. 

Senator Russell: How to get us out and save face? Little knowledge I 
have. I'd send division in & 13 

Jack McCloy for India? 14 

Quat content 

How effective our people are in combat— this is a really serious mat- 
ter. 15 

DR on danger of full-fledged debate— the Commies would use their 
whole apparatus to stir up trouble which might have serious interna- 
tional results. 


11 Apparently a reference to Document 341. 

12 Telegram 3134, June 1 0, from U. Alexis Johnson to Rusk discussed the pros and cons 
of air strikes against SAM sites and IL-28 bombers in North Vietnam. (Department of State, 
Central Files, POL 27 VIET S) 

13 According to William Bundy, Russell "spoke only briefly and drily Driblets were 
not the answer; if a division in the highlands would help, or bombing the SAM sites, these 
things should be done. He would like a way out, but did not see one that would keep our 

14 This and the following line are apparently notes Bundy made to himself. 

15 Itis not clear from the notes who said this or whether itis a note Bundy made to him- 

self. 


May-June 749 


LBJ: Fulbright & Stennis say we [illegible ]. 16 
We owe President] a draft of argument . 17 


16 According to William Presidf^debatinj^'cnit 

saes=5ssa«SK sa.- 

17 Apparently a note Bundy made to hunselt. 



344. 


Memorandum Prepared 


in the Central Intelligence Agency 1 


Washington, June 10, 1965. 


SUBJECT 

US Options and Objectives in Vietnam 

DRV to cease promoting i^X^Tdiscussion of the particular 

rtWPctives are dealt with m tne rouowuig ^ „, C f a «rP«.2 

ons which 

Option A 

2. Course o/^ctiom^c^onuewithessential^o^P^ut n otp 0 p U . 

and objectives: thatis,tobombseleflea g fe a ble airfields in 

— consid - 

to permit the increment to VC strength; and to 

tions; to lessen the DRV s pp g down the war, at least for 

cause DRV/VC leadership to cease or to tamp down 

-rSa-s-Bssrswaa: 


> source Johnson library. Nadornl V °'' ^ 

the DRV on the other. {Footnote m the source text.] 



